
“Yeh Dede is a choir of angels whose rhythmic mix of African drums 

and a cappella melodies nurtures their listeners global consciousness 

and instills in them an overwhelming urge to put their body to the 

dance.”~Ryan Golembeske, Press Play Productions

Yeh Dede, a world music fusion ensemble from Los Angeles, is 6 women who sing, 

drum and dance music from West African, Afro-Cuban and Middle Eastern traditions, 

in addition to original folk music with mysteriously rich harmonies. Yeh Dede puts on 

high-energy performances tailored to the audience, whether children hearing African 

words for the first time, private parties, or nightclub goers looking for a good rhythmic 

dance. 

Bringing together their unique and diverse musical talents and backgrounds, the 

women of Yeh Dede use the international language of music to enhance global 

awareness.

WHO we are:

Ariella Forstein (Band director, vocals, percussion)

Addie Lupert (Vocals, percussion, ukulele, guitar)

Kelsey Namara (Vocals, percussion, ukulele)

Mariposa Oxenberg (Djun djuns, djembe, congas, shekere, percussion, vocals)

Odilia Pacios (Congas, cajon, djembe, shekere, percussion, vocals)

Donna Marie Factor (Flute Cubana, percussion, vocals)

Kati Hernandez (Dance, choreography, percussion)

PEACE THROUGH MUSIC

~Making the world smaller and more understood, 

one song at a time~
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